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Poa unilateralis Scribn.
ocean-bluff bluegrass

Poaceae (Grass Family)

Status:  State Threatened
Rank: G3S2

General Description: Poa unilateralis is a perennial bunchgrass
that reaches a height of 6 to 18 inches.  The leaves arise mostly
from the base of the plant, are usually flat, and are about 1/25 inch
wide.  The flowers are densely clustered over the last one to
three inches of the flowering stalk.  The individual flower spikelets
contain 3 to 8 flowers and are up to 1/5 inch long.  The bracts at
the base of the spikelets are unequal in length, and are shorter
than the first flower.  The bracts which subtend flowers are ridged
on the back, are about 1/5 inch long, and have long, straight hairs
on the ridge and edges.

Identification Tips: The only other tussock grass that occurs
with Poa unilateralis in Washington is Festuca rubra var. littoralis.
The two are likely to be confused only at a distance, from which
P. unilateralis can be distinguished by its blue-green leaves with
lax, mostly flat blades and stems that lean toward the ground.
Festuca rubra var. littoralis, on the other hand, has yellow-green
leaves, involute erect blades, and stiffly erect stems.

Phenology: Flowering occurs from July to August.

Range: Poa unilateralis is known from Monterey County, Califor-
nia, to Curry County, Oregon.  The taxon is disjunct in Tillamook
County, Oregon and in the extreme southwest corner of Washing-
ton in Pacific County in the Olympic Peninsula and Southwest
Washington physiographic province.

Habitat: In Washington, the taxon is known only from rock
crevices and small ledges on steep, coastal, basalt headlands.  In
the southern portion of its range, the taxon is located near the
coast in a variety of topographic situations, including bluffs, sand
dunes, and open grassy slopes.  In Washington, Poa unilateralis
is found in close association with broadleaf sedum (Sedum
spathulifolium) and red fescue (Festuca rubra var. littoralis).
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Ecology: In Washington, the taxon is apparently dependent on
processes that maintain open rock habitats.  These processes
include calving of the rock, soil erosion, and salt spray.

State Status Comments: In Washington, the taxon is known
only from a series of bluffs that occur over approximately 3 miles
of coastline.

Inventory Needs: Additional inventory is needed along the
central and northern shore of the Olympic Peninsula and the San
Juan Islands.

Threats and Management Concerns: Competition with other
plant species poses the most significant threat to the taxon.
Also, increased use of Poa unilateralis habitat by rock climbers
and scramblers is a threat to the taxon at portions of occurrences
that are near accessible beaches.

Comments: Synonymous with Poa pachypholis Piper in
Hitchcock et al. (1969).
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